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Ballymacrickett Primary School.


A Policy for Drugs Education

Designated Teacher for Drugs Education: Mr Mulholland
Rationale
Ballymacrickett is a rural school situated a mile outside Glenavy Village. The children come from the village and surrounding rural areas.
Drugs and drug related issues are of increasing concern for all those who have young people in their care.  Drug misuse is therefore as much an issue for young people in rural areas and extends across geographical, socio-economic and cultural boundaries. At Ballymacrickett we recognise that drugs could have a direct effect on educational performance and 


“The role of schools in relation to drugs issues must be seen as having two discrete focuses; prevention and protection.”

As a health promoting school, we in Ballymacrickett wish to equip our children with the necessary skills to manage their lives effectively.

We recognise that pupil awareness about drugs and their misuse has far reaching implications.  We aim to provide our pupils and parents with opportunities to input into the programme as appropriate.

Definition

“A drug is a substance which when taken, has the effect of altering the way a person behaves, feels, sees or thinks.

Everyday substances such as tea and coffee are drugs but they also include:

· Alcohol and tobacco

‘over the counter’ medicines, (such as paracetamol)

· Prescribed drugs, such as antibiotics to treat infection and benzodiazepines (tranquillisers) to control anxiety and treat insomnia.

· Volatile substances, such as glues, correcting fluids/gas lighter fuel, aerosols and petrol.

· Illegal drugs, such as cannabis, LSD, Ectascy amphetamine sulphate (speed) and magic mushrooms (processed).

Drugs Education Programme
A Drugs Education programme is a statutory requirement within the Northern Ireland Curriculum and is addressed through Health Education.

The main purpose of the drugs education programme in Ballymacrickett is to provide opportunities for young people to acquire acknowledge, understanding and skills which enable them to consider the effects of drugs and other potentially harmful substances on themselves and on others, and to make informed and responsible decisions about these substances within the context of a healthy lifestyle.

Our Drugs Education Programme, within the context of health education, aims to assist our pupils by:

· Providing information about drugs which is easy to understand, relevant and appropriate to the age and maturity of pupils.

· Ensuring continuity and progression in the knowledge, understanding, skills, attitudes and values addressed.

· developing pupils’ self-respect, respect for others, promoting positive attitudes and behaviour towards themselves, and their peers and within the wider community.

· heightening their awareness of the serious consequences for health and well-being of drug abuse.

· developing understanding of the varying attitudes, values and perceptions about drugs enable them to make informed decisions.

These aims will be applicable to specific year groups and the activities and content will be at a level appropriate to the age, maturity and circumstances.

Outline of the Programme

The Drugs Education programme is delivered through the pastoral programme and the cross curricular theme Health Education as well as:

Science

Pupils in KS1 are given opportunities to 

· Find out what makes us healthy or unhealthy,

· The importance of medicine - why we may need it.

· The need to follow the guidance on medicines - read instructions/storage of medicine.

Pupils in KS2 are given opportunities to
· Find out how cigarette smoke, alcohol and drugs affect health.

· Gain information about dangers associated with particular drugs.

English and Drama

Pupils are given opportunities at KS1 and KS2 to:

· Develop communication skills, for example in formulating, clarifying and expressing ideas.
· Develop their interpersonal skills through drama, role play and circle time.

Religious Education

Pupils are given opportunities at KS2 to:

· Develop their understanding of moral issues,

· Discuss attitudes towards drugs.

· Consider the consequences individually, socially and morally of their actions.

Physical Education

Pupils are given opportunities to:

· Develop positive attitudes towards health.

· Consider the implications of taking drugs (e.g. effects of smoking on health and fitness)

Pastoral Programme
Pupils will be provided with opportunities to:

· Develop their decision making skills in relation to drugs.

· Gain information about school rules relating to medicines, alcohol, tobacco, solvents and illegal drugs and responses to drug related incidents.

Role of the Staff
Staff are expected to:

· Adhere to the policy and be aware of their responsibility under the law, especially with regards to confidentiality.

· A teacher cannot offer a guarantee of confidentiality if a pupil discloses information about drug misuse to them.  The teacher may if appropriate give a pupil sources of confidential information such as the National Drugs Helpline (0800 776600).

· Understand the law as stated in the ‘Children’s Order.’

· Be familiar with the procedures concerning illness linked to known or suspected drug usage.

Role and Responsibility of the Designated Teacher for Drugs Education
· Liaise with other bodies in relation to drug incidents (PSNI, counselling groups etc.)

· Supervise drug related incidents at school.

· Receive any substances found in school.

· Liaise with other staff on drug matters.

· Liaise with the principal on any drug related incident at school.

· Promote staff training in first aid skills to cope with a pupil under the influence of drugs.

Appendix 1
Pupil suspected of having taken drugs in school.
Appendix 2
Finding a substance on the school premises.
Appendix 1

Procedures for dealing with a pupil suspected of possessing/distributing an illegal substance.
APPENDIX  1
Pupil suspected of having taken drugs in school


                                                     Is pupil conscious?


    Yes                                                                                                    No


Inform the Principal and/or



Place him in the recovery


Designated teacher




position


Try to find what substance



Stay with pupil and send 

Has been taken and how much


someone to phone for an

of it






ambulance


Bring pupil to the First-Aid



Try to find what substance has

Teacher along with his school-bag


been taken and how much of it

and other possessions



Does the pupil need hospital            Yes

Inform the pupil’s parents

Treatment?


      Possibly


No

Conduct the search procedures


Contact parents and send to 

According to the school policy


hospital



Inform the pupil’s parents


Contact the local PSNI
Juvenile Liaison Officer



Inform CCMS


Write a detailed report of the



Inform the Board of Governors

Incident including action taken



Decide on the disciplinary measures


Arrange for counselling for the 








pupil

APPENDIX 2
Finding a substance on the school premises
















APPENDIX 3
Pupil suspected of possessing/distributing an illegal substance.


                                            Will the pupil be co-operative


                No







Yes


















                



























Unknown substance found on the school premises





Carefully lift it – do not taste it or handle with cut or scratched hands





Bring it to the teacher in charge of


Handling drug-related incidents





Hand the substance to the police for analysis – ensuring feedback





Record action taken








Investigate how the substance


came to be on the school premises





Inform CCMS





Prepare a report for the


Board of Governors





Bring pupil to the designated teacher along with his schoolbag and other possessions





Detain the pupil and phone the police





Inform the pupil’s parents





Inform the Parents





Conduct the search procedures according to the school policy





Write a detailed report of the incident including action taken





Contact the local PSNI Juvenile Liaison Officer if anything is found or you still have suspicions





Arrange for counselling of the pupil





Inform the Board of Governors








Decide on the disciplinary measures





Inform CCMS
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